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Oh! my dear friend Tharma

the man of the centenary day!

We all admire of your broad mind,

Though you live in UK Foreign Languages and Cultures,
have not polluted your Lifestyle.

I realize the gratitude you show on your Alma-mater.

On this day, I recall the memories of the past.

My mind telecasts the matches,

You played for our college football team.

Oh! my active friend Tharma!

on this great day you’re seen

with Garlands on your shoulders.

The shoulders that carry the Garlands today,
were took pains to come up in life yesterday.
Let them pain for the welfare of the

poor Cancer patients tomorrow.

I too extend my warm wishes to you on this day
May you add the fame and Glory

to your parents and the soil,

by shining as a great entrepreneur.

Goodwill shower you with success

in all your endeavours!

Carry on Tharma! Carry on...!

By
Chelliah Nagaratnam
Loving Friend
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It is Urumpirai Hindu College

Mr.Chelliah Nagaratnam

Retired Bank Manager

Old Student

J/ Urumpirai Hindu College

I could still remember my 1* day at Urumpirai Hindu College. On the 2" of
January 1960 I walked in to Urumpirai Hindu College together with my father to
gain admission. I was admitted to prep “A” division. Mrs. T.Ratnasingam was our
class teacher. Those days except Tamil language and Hinduism all other subjects
were taught in English medium for science stream. It was a difficult but
challenging task for me, but it had not retarded my progress on studies. I got
through my G.C.E (O/L) in 1963 with colours. This entailed very late nights and
early mornings, but brought success. During my school career, most of the
teachers had a special care and affection towards me as they were impressed by
my accademic feats and excellence in other activities. I had the Golden
opportunities to study Tamil language from Saivapulavar Pandit R. Navaratnam
and English from Ms. Sabanayagam, Mahalingam and V.Elayathamby. Mr
Sabanayagam was a versatile character of teaching any subjects, mainly English. I
personally had real experiences of his talent and brilliance in teaching English. He
was an authority in Shakespeare’s Dramas. He, himself transformed in to that
character. I could still remember, how he had came out with Mark Antony’s
speech in Julius Caesar. Brutus was the best friend of Julius Caesar, even though,
he also Stabed Caesar, he could not bear it, raised his head and asked Brutus.
“You too Brutus. At this instant the facial expression of Mr.Sabanayagam could

not be expressed in words. So cute.



Mr.Mahalingam was studying for LLB, History and English were his subjects.
He had the mayor share in moulding me to write few words in English. Certain
phrases used by him are very famous. One is; Have-nots always like to have what
the have’s have and the other one is. You can feed some people free all the times;
You can feed all the people free for some time, but you cannot feed all the
peoples free all the time. It was uttered at a time when the rice and the rice
subsidy were a vexed issue.

I also would like to recall the memories of Mr M.Vaithiyanathan (vice
Principal) and Mr V.Suntharalingam. Mr.Vaithiyanathan very good in industrial
Chemistry, was my Chemistry teacher in the preliminaries. Mr V. Suntharalingam
was my Botany and Zoology teacher in the advanced level. He was young and
energetic, slim and smart. His Botanical and Zoological colour chalk drawings
were very beautiful. On many occasions we were very reluctant to erase his
drawings from the blackboard, especially the drawings of Embryology. He moved
very friendly with advanced level students.

I was elected as a member of the board of prefects in 1964 by the disciplinary
committee and ended up as senior prefect in 1967. 1967 was the year of success
for me. I was the house caption of Nagula house, and won almost all the trophies.

Some of us had not reached the target. It was not the fault of our school or of
our teachers. It was entirely our fault. My school had given me the best and the
time hascome for me to do the best to my school.

In addition to the accademic, athletic and soccer boosts, Urumpirai Hindu
College was also very famous for its Romeos and Juliets most cases reached
matrimonial status too.

It is Urumpirai Hindu College, has given me the knowledge and the talent to
win my bread and butter.

ItisUH.C.........



Principal of Principles

Mr. A.Vaithiyalingam B.A, B.Sc
(Cambridge — London)

Our college has a 100 years old history and a long and glorious
educational heritage. It has been a fountain of wisdom and knowledge from
its inception, many well distinguished and dedicated principals and
teachers adorned this institution and guided this its destiny. The writer is
very unfortunate as he couldn’t be a student of eminent principals like
Mr.Sitaram and Mr.Srinivasan, However has the authority of writing few
words about Mr.A.Vaithilingam, the principal of his time

It is our duty to remember with gratitude the layers of the
foundation of this esteemed institution. It is the uttering efforts of these
was instrumental in maudling the students entering this institution in to
men of good qualities. The college has produced hundreds of outstanding
persons who have risen high in many professions.

On a bright sunny day in January 1960 | stepped in to Urumpirai
Hindu College with my father; a magnificent imposing figure with radiantly

enticing features inspired me, causing a feeling of respect combined with



fear in my mind. | was told that he was Mr.A.Vaithilingam a brilliant maths
graduate, carved in Cambridge University London,the principal of Urumpirai
Hindu College.

Mr.A.Vaithilingam was a great administrator, disciplinarian and
above all a real socialist, appointed as our principal in 1958. It is our poorva
punniyam. He at that time was at the height of popularity as a genius in
mathematics. In his tenure our college advanced in all respects.

He was calm, quite, simple and soft spoken gentleman, always
adhered to principles. The London returned Vaithilingam’s attire was
always a verti and national.

He was a strong communist and never deviated from it until his
death. He had never mixed up the political ideas with academical affairs.
His contribution to the educational uplift as a principal to our college can
not be expressed in words. He was neither an old student nor a native of
Urumpirai, but went all alone to Malaysia to collect funds to put up a
double story building in connection with the Golden jublee, with the
assistance of Malayan Urumpirayar sangam. Though he was not a
sportsman he had an insatiable thirst and fancy for sports.

He was a person stood by his convictions and where an important
principle at stake he would not be swaged by opposition or criticism. To
face the challenges of some dirty politicians he had retired prematurely at
the age of 55 and got in to the political arena on full time.

| had the opportunity of attending the farewell dinner held at park
view hotel, Colombo-7 organised by the OSA Colombo branch to our retired
principal Mr Vaithilingam. Mr.A.Thatparanathan was the secretary of the

association, had done a good job. Mr C.Thiyagalingam QC on his speech



appreciating the services of Mr Vaithilingam said: Mr Vaithiyalingam was a

principal of principles.

Urumpirai Hindu College
Old Students Association

Flow of funds

It is our duty to express the ways and means of the source of funds to our association for
its survival, which was inaugurated on the 18™ of July 1999. This information is given
with the purpose to honour the good hearts who had made the arrangements to have these
deposits, and to encourage others to move towards it.

1. Deposits in our Name

a. Deposit of Rs.300,000/= by OSA Canada, monthly interest, for the
purpose of general maintenance.

b. Deposit of Rs.194400/= by OSA Canada, annual interest, for the purpose
of conducting football and cricket matches.

c. Deposit of Rs.50,000/= by us annual interest, to cover the partial expenses
of the Sports meet.

d. Deposit of Rs.650,000/= by us annual interest, to pay casual teachers and
employees monthly salary.

It was resoled that the said deposits should not be liquidated for any purpose at
anytime
2. Third party deposits

a. In memory of late Dr M.Sriranganathan, an old student, deposit of
Rs.300,000/=made by his family members, to award cash prizes for the
best (adv-level) students for the year and the balance towards the welfare
of the poor year “6” students.

b. In memory of late Mr N.DevaRajan surveyor, an old student, deposit of
Rs.200,000/= made by his family members for the purpose of awarding
cash prizes for students who have obtained best results in Maths and
English in the G.C.E(O/L) exams and the balance may be utilized to
conduct special maths and English classes.

c. Mr.K.T.Nathan of London, an old student made a deposit of Rs.150,000/=
and arranged to remit the interest to our OSA account annually for the
purpose of paying electricitybill.

d. Mr.M.T.Selvarajah and Subramaniam both from London jointly agreed to
remit Rs.28000/= annually to cover the basic cost of our annual festival at
Thiruketheeswaram.

Information By
Chelliah Nagaratnam
Treasurer-OSA
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